
Class Notes 

 



With budgets being completely redone and 

subscription costs only going up, libraries are 

increasingly feeling the pinch in their job of 

supplying their patrons with needed information 

and access to resources.   

Beyond just costs, there are other factors to 

consider as well, including: 

¶ Changing Technology Roles 

¶ Patron Sophistication 

¶ Government Data Focus. 

To help you understand some of these groundbreaking changes, you should consider the 

following resource, if only to get background knowledge as you move forward to the challenges 

your library grapples with on a daily basis.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALA Publication Link: 

http://www.ala.org/ala/research/initiatives/plftas/2008_2009/index.cfm  



[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ to с ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ service, 

providing great information at a great price:  FREE!  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜΣ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ 

what they cover and some take home points to remember about them! 

  

 Data.gov:  (http://www.data.gov/ ) 

 

 

Focusing on the massive amounts of data put out by the government on a daily basis, this 

database offers access in ways still new to many librarians.  Not strictly a database in the usual 

sense, this resource contains the raw information used by many commercial aggregators for 

other products we use on a daily basis.  Three methods of access for libraries include: 

¶ Datasets 

¶ Tool Catalog 

¶ Geodata Information 

 

 

 

 

http://www.data.gov/


Below are some links to help give you more background about this recently released resource: 

One view of Data.gov:  

(http://www.sunlightlabs.com/blog/2009/redesigning-government-datagov/) 

Federal Computer Week looks at Data.gov:   

(http://www.fcw.com/Articles/2009/05/21/Feds-launch-Data.gov-today.aspx) 

 

Our thoughts:  

A tremendous amount of information available for use by libraries and patrons alike.  Not too 

easy to use, but definitely has applications in the public and college library environment.  Use 

the Tool Catalog for fastest results. 

 

Your Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sunlightlabs.com/blog/2009/redesigning-government-datagov/
http://www.fcw.com/Articles/2009/05/21/Feds-launch-Data.gov-today.aspx


RITA-Bureau of Transportation Statistics: (http://www.bts.gov/ ) 

 

 

Taking into account all of the transportation statistics that are available for use can be a 

daunting prospect.  This site attempts to collate many of 

these statistics together for you.  With information on 

flights, cost of fuel (and consumption) as well as a myriad 

of other interesting facts, your patrons (and reference 

staff) will probably want to bookmark this site as a 

favorite!  With links to more databases and printed 

publications, use this as your starting point and narrow in 

for a closer look.  Multiple entry points for searching 

makes this somewhat confusing.   

 

 

http://www.bts.gov/

